
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45 and 10:30 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

 January 1, 2014—Wednesday, 
HAPPY NEW YEAR1 Church 
office will be closed.  Maranatha 
Youth (Grades 7-12) will meet at 
the Soul Garage in preparation 
for District Youth Conference in 
Green Bay , Friday—Sunday, 
January 3-5, 2014.  

 January 3-5, 2014—Friday-
Sunday, Forest Lakes District 
Youth Conference in Green Bay, 
WI for youth Grades 7-12.  Bus 
leaves Maranatha at 11:00 AM 
on Friday. 

 January 6—Monday, American 
Christian Tours hosts “Pillars of 
Liberty”  with speakers Dr. Mark 
Beliles and Stephen McDowell in 
Maranatha sanctuary from 7-9 
PM.  This complimentary seminar 
is targeted at those who wish to 
understand Christian liberty and 
restore America as the land of 
liberty with seven foundational 
principles our nation was built 
on and needs to be restored.  
Call 715-234-6500 for further 
information. No child care. 

 January 10—Friday,  MOPs 
(Mothers of Preschoolers) will 
meet in the Soul Garage at 9:00 
AM with child care in the 
Ministry Center.  

 January 14—Tuesday, “Believing 
God” Women’s Beth Moore 
Study with Christie Nielsen in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM.  

 January 21—Tuesday, Quarterly 
Ministry Leadership and Teams 
Meeting with Elders in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM.   

 January 26—Sunday, Member-
ship class for those interested in 
becoming members at 
Maranatha at noon—4:30 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall.  RSVP with 
Pastor Paul so he can have 
enough resources on hand. 
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A Word from Our Elders 

The Irony of Ministry 
 

Anyone who thinks that God does not use irony has not seen a 

picture of a platypus.    Somehow God saw fit to combine a duck 

and a beaver and make it into one animal and the irony is they 

are one of the coolest animals you will ever see.     

 

The Bible is full of irony and it proves the point that God is not limited in the 

scope of what He can do with willing participants.  I mean after all, He used 

a man with poor speech to lead the nation of Israel.  (Moses)  He used a boy 

to slay a giant.  (David).  He used a virgin to give birth to the Messiah.  

(Mary)  He used fishermen, a tax collector, a political fanatic and a 

prostitute to change the world.   Ironic indeed!!  So we should not be 

surprised when God uses us in spite of ourselves. 

  

“Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 

of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 

were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 

wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose 

the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are 

not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before Him.”    

 I Corinthians 1:26-29 

 

But it is important to understand that God’s desire is to use us.    Yes, His desire is to 

use YOU!!!  You have gifts and talents that are for the purpose of building up the body 

of Christ.    “So In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to 

the others.   We have different gifts according to the grace give to EACH of us.  If your 

gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith.  If it is serving, then 

serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is 

giving, then give generously, if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully.  (Romans 12:5-8)  The irony is not only that He uses us, but by using our 

gifts and ministering to others, we actually get ministered too as well.   

 

Two weeks ago, the elder board was called to lay hands on and pray for one of our 

church family.    This is in accordance with James 5:14 and includes anointing with oil.    

This was a first-time experience for me and the irony was the one who called us to pray 

for him ministered to us and lifted us up.     We were there to encourage him through 

prayer and he encouraged us through his faith and obedience.    

 

If Maranatha is your church home, how are you serving?     It should be the norm that 

we serve and our church would be characterized by service.   Service to each other and 

service to our community.   If you are unsure of what areas you can serve or what your 

are gifted in, I would encourage you  to contact Pastor Paul as he has many years of 

helping people understand and use their spiritual giftedness.    If you are running on 

empty, try serving.   You might see some irony in action as you watch your tank get filled 

as you minister to others.    

Darren Cox, Elder  

January 2014   



Several summers ago Karen and I attended the Interim Pastor Ministries 

(IPM) Annual Summit in Rockford, IL.  We were blessed to have one of 

the nation’s leading intentional interim pastors as our key note speaker.  

His name is David Miles and he serves with Church Resources Ministries.  

In his 20+ years of experience as a church interventionist, he has 

gathered several key elements to a successful pastoral transition. 

 

He spoke to us of what he calls (and I quote David Miles) the “unholy trinity of transgressions, commonly found 

in churches in transition.”  However, before we look at each of these three “transgressions” in future 

Messenger articles, David Miles makes several foundational observations.  First, he reflects on a statement 

that one of his professors (Howard Hendricks)  at Dallas Seminary used to begin his class: “If you find the 

perfect church, don’t go there. You’ll screw it up!” Perfect was in the Garden of Eden.  God’s church, this side of 

Christ’s return, is all about brokenness, redemption and healing.  We find peace with God through Christ and 

the grace and strength to find peace with one another. I hope that there will come a time in the very near future 

where we can share how each of us moved from brokenness to healing through redemption in Christ. No church 

is perfect. BUT we seek to become a church of redemption and growth.   

 

Second, David Miles observes that this process of redemption and growth finds its root in a spirit of humility.  As 

a culture we tend towards individualization and privatization.  So, a church steeped in the culture puts on 

“happy faces” and answers the “How are you doing?” question with a simple and superficial “Great” even if 

their world is falling down around them.  We seek to place children, things, sports and other less noble pursuits 

on the “throne” of our lives, pretending that these “false idols” will bring us some degree of happiness.  When 

they fail- and they always fail- we hide, retreat or add another layer of pretense.   

 

The answer to all of this lies deep within us.  It stems from a fallen nature that still tries to find happiness in our 

own strength and from people who are seeking some of the same answers as we, but are afraid to admit it.  But 

it takes a spirit of humility to admit our sin before a holy God and it takes humility to become more like Jesus.  It 

takes humility to become transparent within your Small Group or small circle of friends.  It takes humility to quit 

trying to be something you’re not and seek the help of other caring believers to become someone that Jesus 

wants us to be.  In fact, being humble may be the first step on your journey of healing; but you are already more 

like Jesus by being humble. 

 

It has been my experience after 25 years of helping others in their brokenness-redemption-healing process that 

churches are not unlike individuals.  Congregations need to admit a brokenness, experience redemption and 

begin moving toward healing.  It has been my observation over these last years as an Intentional Interim Pastor, 

that every church tends to see themselves as healthy and ready for the next phase of church life.  However, 

after a little while the people tell me of a superficiality and lack of dynamic interaction, so commonly found in 

churches where honesty and humility are the bedrock of their ministry.  The Holy Spirit is looking for an attitude 

of brokenness in those who “worship” their traditions, who seek to become people of power and to wrestle 

control over the future of the church.  All it takes is for one person to openly admit their infatuation with power 

and control and then you see what God can do in the midst of a group of broken followers of Jesus Christ.  Life, 

real Spirit-filled, joy-filled LIFE- returns and we are renewed as “salt and light” in the community at large. 

 

As we begin to take the next step towards a new future for Maranatha, let us all reread the above often.  Let us 

take it to the Lord in prayer and let us all find a place where we can be transparent within a trusting community 

of fellow sojourners.  And let me say, that I want to join you because- fundamentally- I am one of you.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Bill Lerch 

From our Pastor... 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Parks, Howard Stone, Larry Anderson, Marilyn 
Longseth, Nancy Peters, Stan Oftedahl, Marv Oftedahl, 
Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Don Murley,Cheryl 
Schultz, Lillian Bjugstad, Pat Swanson, Violet Fossum, 
Connie Blix, Dana Haas and family, Julie Reid’s dad Bert, 
Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Jeannine Zook’s dad Bill, 
Mike Green’s father-in-law Tom, Dan & Janette Young’s 
daughter Suzette, Daren Sandmann’s mother Ruth, Paul 
Murry’s brother Benny, Glen Wegner’s brother Greg,  
Esther Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and 
Barbara,  Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn, Lee & 
Shelby Wohlk’s grandson Jesse, Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie, Cheri Kromrey’s sister, Fran Reich’s 
children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s 
children, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Becky 
Brunette’s cousin’s daughter Raegan, Jane Gudim’s mother 
Dorothy, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo and daughter Karen, 
McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Dan & Carol Kubista’s 
brother-in-law Donald,  Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, Mary 
Benson’s sister Darlene,  Patricia Young’s brother Harlan, 
Mary Graese’s sister Corinne, Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-

“But God has 
surely listened 
and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

law Rick and dad Jim and friend Margo. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Rice Lake 
Convalescent Center: Ruth Fredrickson-Olson.  

Serving in the military:   Roccy & Diann Raymond’s 
Daughter Shelley is serving in Turkey. Debbie 
Stoeberl’s nephew Jacob Polzin is serving in the 
Navy in the Persian Gulf. Keven Jensen’s nephew 
Jordan is serving his second tour in Afghanistan. 
Mike & Lori Green’s son Kyle is serving overseas in 
the Navy. 

Praises:  Howard Stone has been declared cancer-
free. Lynn Peterson, Marjie’s husband, has been 
declared a medical miracle and is 
cancer-free. Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn is 
now home safely after serving in 
the military in the Middle East. 
Visas have come for Luke & Chey 
Neraasen to travel to Thailand in 
January for extended mission 
service there. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Some of you may be wondering where we are in the process of calling our next senior pastor and what the process 

will look like.   To call our next chief shepherd, we need to be in a position of health and while we are making 

strides, we are not there yet.    
 

The elder board has been strongly advised to focus on church health first and then to work on calling our next senior 

pastor.   Pastor Bill will be giving a "state of the church" address in the coming months and from there we can begin 

our next step of forming a search committee along with identifying what our collective vision is for our church and 

our next senior pastor.    
 

Please be in prayer for this process and for the man God will call to lead us into our next chapter.    If you ever have 

questions about the pastoral search process or anything in general regarding our church please feel free to contact 

any of the elders and they would happy to discuss it with you.  (Our elders’ phone numbers can be found inside the 

Sunday bulletin cover under “Staff and Elders.” 

 Pastoral Search Update    



District Youth Conference in Green Bay —January 3-5. Please pray for the youth, leaders, and volunteers who will attend.  Bus will 
leave Maranatha at 11:00 AM on Friday, January 3rd. For further details contact Pastor Tony @ tony@maranathafree.com.  
 
Pillars of Liberty—sponsored by American Christian Tours, coming to Maranatha on Monday, January 6th, 7-9 PM in the sanctuary.  
Speakers Steven McDowell and Dr. Mark Beliles will speak of the ideas and values so necessary for the life of Christian liberty, and 
will present ideas to restore America as the land of liberty.  Free community presentation.  No child care provided. 
 
“Believing God” Women’s Bible Study will begin on Tuesday, January 14th at 6:30 PM in the fellowship Hall with Christie 
Nielsen.  Women, If you are interested and have not already signed up, please contact Christie at 
dcnielsen@centurytel.net, or contact the church office at 715-234-8313.  Thanks! 
 
Membership Class—for those interested in becoming members of Maranatha, Pastor Paul is offering a membership class 
on Sunday, January 26th, Noon-4:30 PM in the fellowship hall.  Please RSVP with Pastor Paul at paul@maranathafree.com 
or by calling the church office at 715-234-8313 so we may order materials for all who attend.  
 
Save the Date—Parenting Seminar: Saturday, February 22, 2014, join MOPs and Children’s/Youth Ministry as they host this 
seminar through Connected Families (www.connectedfamilies.org) that include two sessions:  “Discipline that Connects” 
from 9 AM– Noon, optional lunch for $5/person from Noon-1:00 PM, and another optional workshop “Taming the 
Technology Monster in Your Home” from 1-3 PM.  The cost for this is only $10/person or $15/couple with the lunch 
$5/person, and optional afternoon workshop at $5/person. For further information contact Pastor tony at 
tony@maranathafree.com or Michelle Nord at mops@maranathafree.com.  
 

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will 
take you to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not 
have access to the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in 
the Welcome Center.  
 

Service Times : Sunday services are 8:45 AM & 10:30 AM. Hide and Seek Children’s Sunday School for children ages 30 months 
through 6th Grade is during both services in the Ministry center.  Sunday School for 7th and 8th graders is available in 
the 10:30 AM hour. The children’s Sunday School programs are identical for both services.  Nursery is available for 
infants through 36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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